
 

 

 

 

 

July 2, 2020 

 

Residents, Families and Co-Workers, 

I am pleased to report that our Homewood campus remains free of COVID-19!  As we head into 

Independence Day weekend to celebrate our nation’s freedom, we will all be celebrating much 

differently this year.  We are blessed to live in this great United States of America, and 

recognize that our confinement due to COVID-19 is temporary.  While it did bring our way of life to 

a halt, we are preparing to move forward and embrace a new way of doing things. 

This week we received the much anticipated reopening guidance from the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health.  This is a three step plan that will be posted to our website once the 

required prerequisites are met.   

One of the prerequisites is baseline COVID-19 testing of staff and residents.  This was initially 

required only for those in our Health Care Center and has now been expanded to include those 

in Personal Care and Assisted Lifestyles.  This week we tested 100% of our Health Care Center 

residents and 120 co-workers.  Over the next two weeks we will complete all of the required 

testing, which will include Personal Care and Assisted Lifestyles.  All residents and their 

responsible parties will be notified of their test results by phone within 24-48 hours of when we 

receive them.  If we receive any positive results, all campus residents, families and co-workers 

will be notified immediately. 

In addition to testing, this week we successfully completed our COVID-19 Infection Control 

Survey by the Pennsylvania Department of Health!  Our co-workers demonstrated their 

dedication and expertise in safely providing care to our residents while meeting all of the new 

requirements related to COVID-19.  We are very proud of our amazing team! 

While we are awaiting our test results, we will be completing the state required reopening plan.  

The plan will include details on dining, activities, volunteers, visitors, and outings.  We will 

direct you to our website to review the plan as soon as we are permitted to do so. 

For now, our Independent Living remain in phase three of their reopening plan and our Health 

Care, Assisted Lifestyles and Personal Care residents are only permitted to have scheduled 

window or booth visits.  This will change in the coming weeks as we are able to meet all the 

guidelines for reopening.   



 

 

 

I thank you again for your patience and support.  It is because of your cooperation and diligence 

that we have been able to meet many of the reopening prerequisites.   

I ask that we all stay vigilant as we move toward our goal of reopening.  We have come so far 

and I know none of us want any setbacks that would delay this process. 

We wish everyone a safe and happy 4th of July as you celebrate our great country.  We have 

many fun activities planned for our residents to help them celebrate as well.  Though we will be 

apart, we will be together in spirit! 

In God We Trust! 

 

 

Lisa Defibaugh, Executive Director  

 


